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Outline
• Recap of federal process
• Types of requests 
• Hawaii’s legislative calendar
• Relevant committees for invasive species 

legislation
• Bill tracking & testimony



Recap of Federal Process

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=33&v=FFroMQlKiag



Types of requests
• Resolutions
– Substantive vs nonsubstantive
– Concurrent vs single chamber

• Bills
• “Admin package” or “Governor’s Package”
– Bills and budget requests from the Executive 

Branch



Interim
• CitizensBcanBapproachBlegislatorsB

withBanBideaBatBanyBtime

• TheBExecutiveBBranchBworksBonBitsB
AdminBPackageBforBupcomingB
session
1. BillsBandBbudgetBrequestsB

draftedBwithinBdivisions
2. DepartmentalBreview
3. BudgetBrequestsBreviewedBbyB

DepartmentBofBBudgetBandB
Finance

4. GovernorBhasBfinalBapprovalB
forBbudgetBrequestBandBbills



Session Opening

h

• OpeningBdayBisBtheB3rd WednesdayB
inBJan

• BillsBcanBbeBintroducedBbetweenB
openingBdayBandBcutoff,BgenerallyB
aBweekBlater

• “Recess”BrefersBtoBchamberB
assemblies,BnotBhearings

Note:BAllBcalendarBdatesBprovidedBareBfromB2016



Chamber assemblies
• Full senate or house 

membership
• Bill introductions
• Readings

– First Reading (by title, 
bills referred to 
committees)

– Second Reading (accept 
committee report, bills 
sent to next committee if 
applicable)

– Third Reading (bill read in 
full prior to vote)

• Vote on passage from 
chamber



Committee hearings
• Committees are subsets of chamber 

members focused on a particular 
subject

• Bills are referred to committees, 
starting with those in the originating 
chamber
– House bills -> House committees
– Senate bill -> Senate committees

• Testimony and discussion
• Committee chairs can defer a bill or 

call for a vote to:
– Pass as-is
– Pass with amendments

• Committee Reports are written 
detailing testimony, amendments, 
and votes



Filing and laterals: the part where it gets 
confusing

TripleBReferralBFiling:BAllBbillsBreferredBtoBthreeBorBmoreBcommitteesBmustBbeBfiledBsoB
thatBtheyBcanBbeBheardBbyBtheirBsecond\to\lastBcommitteeBbyBtheBfollowingBday.
• IfByourBbillBhasBbeenBassignedBtoBaBjointBcommitteeBhearingB(e.g.,BAGR/EEP),BthisB

countsBasBaBsingleBreferral.

FirstBLateral:BAllBbillsBreferredBtoBmoreBthanBoneBcommitteeB(i.e.,BthoseBwithBmultipleB
referrals)BmustBmoveBtoBtheirBfinalBcommitteeBinBtheBoriginatingBchamberBbyBthisBday.



Decking and crossover: the part where it 
gets more confusing

Decking:BSubmissionBofBaBbillBtoBtheBchamberBclerk.BBillsBneedBtoBbeBsubmittedBtoBtheB
clerkB48BhoursBpriorBtoBthirdBreading,BwhichBisBrequiredBforBcrossover. IfByourBbillBhasB
onlyBoneBreferralBandBhasn’tBbeenBheardByet,BitBisBdead.

Crossover:BDeadlineBforBbillsBtoBpassBthirdBreadingBinBorderBtoBmoveB(orB“crossover”)BtoB
theBotherBchamber. AfterBcrossover,BbillsBareBreferredBtoBcommitteesBinBtheBnon\
originatingBchamberB(i.e.,BHouseBbillsB\>BSenateBcommittees;BSenateBbillsB\>BHouseB
committees)

AfterBcrossover,BthereBisBanotherBTripleBReferralBFilingBdeadlineBandBSecondBLateral



Final committee hearings and conference

SecondBDecking:BIfBaBbillBhasBbeenBamendedBbyBtheBnon\originatingBchamber,BitBneedsBtoB
beBsubmittedBtoBtheBchamberBclerkBbyBthisBday.B

SecondBcrossover:BDeadlineBforBthirdBreadingBandBmovementBbackBtoBtheBoriginatingB
chamber

Disagree:BTheBoriginatingBchamberBmayBdisagreeBwithBtheBamendmentsBmadeBbyBtheB
otherBchamber.BInBthisBcase,BtheBbillBgoesBintoBconference.

ConferenceBcommitteesBareBcomprisedBofBmembersBfromBbothBchambersBandBmustB
comeBtoBanBagreementBbeforeBfinalBdecking.BNo$testimony$is$accepted.



Session Closing

AdjournmentBSine%Die:BsessionBisB
adjournedBindefinitely.

BillsBareBenrolledBtoBtheBGovernorBforB
signatureBorBveto

SignedBbillsBbecomeBactsBandBareB
codifiedBunderBtheBSessionBLawsBofB
Hawaii

RoughlyB1BinB10BbillsBmakeBitBthroughB
session



Committees Relevant to Invasive 
Species

• Senate Agriculture & Environment

• Senate Ways & Means

• House Agriculture

• House Finance



Committees Relevant to Invasive 
Species

• Senate Water & Land
• House Water & Land
• House Energy & Environmental 

Protection

• Senate Commerce, Consumer 
Protection, & Health

• House Health



Bill tracking & notifications
• DLNRBDOFAW:BMikeBYoshinaga,BDaveBSmith,B&BDietra MyersBTremblay
• ConservationBpartners:BMarkBFox,BEnvironmentalBLegislationBNetwork
• DIYBviaBtheBCapitol.hawaii.gov website:



Bill tracking & notifications

FindBnewBbillsBbyB
searchingBforB

“invasive,”B“alien,”B
“pest”



Bill tracking & notifications

FindBaBspecificBbillB
you’reBlookingBforB
byBitsBmeasureB
numberB(e.g.,B

SB2799)



Bill tracking & notifications
ABsampleBbillBstatusBpage:



Bill tracking & notifications



Bill tracking & notifications



Bill tracking & notifications



Bill tracking & notifications



Bill tracking & notifications



Testimony



Testimony
• Can upload a PDF or type text directly into 

website
• Can choose to submit position only
• Be clear and concise 
• State position up front in bold type. Do not 

use “support the intent”
• Names and positions will be read out loud 

during the committee hearing, at which point 
testifiers may provide oral testimony



Maximizing your effort
• Committee chairs are important decision 

makers
• Check your bill’s referrals to know which 

deadlines matter and which committees 
are relevant

• If you are particularly interested in a bill 
and are waiting to submit testimony, you 
can inquire about whether it will be 
scheduled



Pau

Reference:BHawaiiBPublicBAccessBRoom;BSchoolBHouseBRockB(Disney)
Questions:BJoshua.P.Atwood@hawaii.gov

BillBsigningBceremonyBforBHB1716BwithBGov.BAbercrombieBafterBtheB2014BlegislativeBsession.BHB1716BwasBtheBHouseBversionBofBaBJointB
MajorityBPackageBbillBintroducedBbyBSenatorBMikeBGabbard andBRepresentativeBChrisBLee,BincreasingBfundingBtoBtheBHISC.


